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Lakota tribe
member
Alex White
Plume is

the focus of
“Standing Si-
lent Nation,”
a documen-
tary on tribal
sovereignty
and hemp
cultivation
airing on the
PBS series
“P.0.V.”

at 10 p.m.
Tuesday.

COURTNEY
HERMANN

By KAREN SHADE
World Scene Writer

She didn’t set out to
document the trials of a man
living on South Dakota’s Pine
Ridge Reservation, but Suree
Towfighnia had only to visit
with Alex White Plume in his
hempfield to find the heart
of her story.

The documentary filmmak-
er and her producer, Courtney
Hermann, were working a
piece about the rights of Ameri-
can farmers to grow industrial
hemp, said director Towfighnia
in a phone interview.

After learning of White
Plume’s battles in federal
court over his hemp crop,
which is planted in the Oglala
Sioux (Lakota) Nation, the
plan was to shoot a little foot-
age of White Plume and his
live crop as something extra.

Butonthatfirst visit in Au-
gust 2002, something turned
for Towfighnia.

“By the end of that day, we
were convinced that he was
our main character and that
the story was going to slowly
shift. Of course, we didn’t
know exactly what direction,”
Towfighnia said.

Hermann was equally
convincedthattheirfilm’ s
focus would change, and the
result is the hour-long look at
tribal sovereignty and U.S. law
airing on PBS’s “PO.V.,” the
long-running series showcas-
ing the work of independent
filmmakers.

“Standing Silent Nation” is a
film made by Lakota and Amer-
ican people — a Lakota story
told through the lens of Ameri-
canfilmmakers, Hermann sai d
in a phone interview.

Between interviews with
drug policy analysts, tribal law
attorneys and a former CIA
head thefilm follows Whit e
Plume and his expansive yet
close-knit family in Pine Ridge,
the same reservation where
the Wounded Knee Massacre
took place in 1890 and where
the American Indian Move-
ment would make a stand
against the FBI 80 years later.

Again,theconflict be-
tween nations comes down to
sovereignty, as a small nation
seeks to assert its rights to
life and economic sustainabil-
ity on its own terms.

“When did you get your
authority to administer justice
over me as an indigenous per-
son on this continent?” White
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“STANDING SILENT NATION”

“Standing Silent Nation,” airs
during the “PO.V.” series at 10 p.m.
Tuesday on OETA, channel 11

For more about this film visit
the “POV” Web site at www.pbs.
org/pov and at www.standingsi-
lentnation.com.

Plumeasksinthefilm.
“Standing Silent Nation”
(titled after the Lakota name
for the life-sustaining plant
world of the Plains) shows
the White Plume family in its
attempt to plant and harvest
industrial hemp, which is pro-
cessed into a variety of legal
products — biodiesel fuel,
paper, cooking oil, dynamite,
building materials, bio-degrad-
able plastics, carpet and food.
What industrial hemp
cannot do is get you high the
way marijuana can, accord-
ing to the team’s research.
Industrial hemp is har-
vestedforitsfibers, seeds,
seed meal and seed oil for
an ever-growing market
of hemp-derived products.
While hemp and marijuana
both are classified in the
plant species cannabis, hemp
does not contain nearly the
same levels of psychoactive
element present in marijuana
(20 percent), the film states.
The North American In-
dustrial Hemp Council states
on its Web site (www.naihd.
org) that industrial hemp
contains less than 1 percent
of that element.
WhitePlumefirst planted
hemp seeds in April 2000,
two years after the Oglala
Sioux Nation legalized its cul-
tivation in 1998. Cash crops
such as corn and potatoes
did not take to the arid souls
of the reservation.
Four months later — just
before the hemp plants were
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ready for harvest — Drug
Enforcement Administra-

tion agents arrived at White
Plume’s home and land for a 6
a.m. raid with guns and weed
wackers, confiscating the crop.

When Towfighnia first vis-
ited the family’s home in Au-
gust 2002, she was greeted
by a perplexed White Plume,
who told her DEA agents
had just visited him, deliver-
ing news that civil charges
had been filed against him
in federal court and that a
restraining order had been
placed on his crop.

The warmth of their initial
e-mail was gone.

“I greet you with a warm
handshake and a smile, and
I welcome you to document
our hemp harvest.’ I was like,
‘Who is this guy? Nobody
writes e-mails that are so
poetic,” Towfighnia said.

White Plume’s story be-
came a living focus, not some
interesting factoid bulleted
on a “q & a” page.

Following the family and
case for five years, Hermann
said the film has the potential
to make its viewers ask many
questions.

“Whenever you see a case
where common sense is not
winning, it actually can dis-
rupt your whole world view,
because I think most people
just kind of assume that in
the end things that make
sense will prevail. Things
that don’t make sense will
fail. And I think it can prob-
ably lead to a shift in one’s
paradigm to discover that,
in fact, that’s not the case,”
Hermann said.

As states such as North
Dakota reexamine their laws
on the cultivation and har-
vesting of hemp, the White
Plumes will continue their
own pursuit in the name of
tribal sovereignty.

But even as the Lakota
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A question of

freedom

Documentary airing on PBS addresses
one man’s ﬁght for sovereignty

SUREE TOWFIGHNIA

Industrial hemp (shown marked for testing for their psychoactive properties) are at the
center of a legal battle on the Oglala Sioux Pine Ridge Reservation examined in “Standing

Silent Nation.”

tribe asserts its freedom
outlined in treaties, the story

cans,
proach Independence Day,”

maybe ... the freedoms that
I'm given are the ones that

especially as we ap-

of a Lakota man in South Towfighnia said. “I'll admit, are allowed to me. In the
Dakota has resonance for it’s changed my whole way end, ‘How free are we? I'm
America at large. of thinking about freedom. not sure.”

“I think it’s a good ques- I thought I was a free
tion to try to address, like American until I went out Karen Shade 581-8334

how free are we as Ameri-
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of position. These problems are solved your existing teeth. This means your
with FixtTeeth™ Combination. Your
smile is solid, strong and beautiful.
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revolutionary procedure developed by
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both missing and natural teeth.
Mini implants are placed to act
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with confidence knowing your new
teeth are secure, beautiful and lasting.
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