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She didn’t set out to 
document the trials of a man 
living on South Dakota’s Pine 
Ridge Reservation, but Suree 
Towfi ghnia had only to visit 
with Alex White Plume in his 
hemp fi eld to fi nd the heart 
of her story.

The documentary fi lmmak-
er and her producer, Courtney 
Hermann, were working a 
piece about the rights of Ameri-
can farmers to grow industrial 
hemp, said director Towfi ghnia 
in a phone interview.

After learning of White 
Plume’s battles in federal 
court over his hemp crop, 
which is planted in the Oglala 
Sioux (Lakota) Nation, the 
plan was to shoot a little foot-
age of White Plume and his 
live crop as something extra.

But on that fi rst visit in Au-
gust 2002, something turned 
for Towfi ghnia.

“By the end of that day, we 
were convinced that he was 
our main character and that 
the story was going to slowly 
shift. Of course, we didn’t 
know exactly what direction,” 
Towfi ghnia said.

Hermann was equally 
convinced that their fi lm’ s 
focus would change, and the 
result is the hour-long look at 
tribal sovereignty and U.S. law 
airing on PBS’s “P.O.V.,” the 
long-running series showcas-
ing the work of independent 
fi lmmakers.

“Standing Silent Nation” is a 
fi lm made by Lakota and Amer-
ican people — a Lakota story 
told through the lens of Ameri-
can fi lmmakers, Hermann sai d 
in a phone interview.

Between interviews with 
drug policy analysts, tribal law 
attorneys and a former CIA 
head, the fi lm follows Whit e 
Plume and his expansive yet 
close-knit family in Pine Ridge, 
the same reservation where 
the Wounded Knee Massacre 
took place in 1890 and where 
the American Indian Move-
ment would make a stand 
against the FBI 80 years later.

Again, the confl ict be-
tween nations comes down to 
sovereignty, as a small nation 
seeks to assert its rights to 
life and economic sustainabil-
ity on its own terms.

“When did you get your 
authority to administer justice 
over me as an indigenous per-
son on this continent?” White 

Plume asks in the fi lm.
“Standing Silent Nation” 

(titled after the Lakota name 
for the life-sustaining plant 
world of the Plains) shows 
the White Plume family in its 
attempt to plant and harvest 
industrial hemp, which is pro-
cessed into a variety of legal 
products — biodiesel fuel, 
paper, cooking oil, dynamite, 
building materials, bio-degrad-
able plastics, carpet and food.

What industrial hemp 
cannot do is get you high the 
way marijuana can, accord-
ing to the team’s research.

Industrial hemp is har-
vested for its fi bers, seeds, 
seed meal and seed oil for 
an ever-growing market 
of hemp-derived products. 
While hemp and marijuana 
both are classifi ed in the 
plant species cannabis, hemp 
does not contain nearly the 
same levels of psychoactive 
element present in marijuana 
(20 percent), the fi lm states.

The North American In-
dustrial Hemp Council states 
on its Web site ( www.naihd.
org) that industrial hemp 
contains less than 1 percent 
of that element.

White Plume fi rst planted 
hemp seeds in April 2000, 
two years after the Oglala 
Sioux Nation legalized its cul-
tivation in 1998. Cash crops 
such as corn and potatoes 
did not take to the arid souls 
of the reservation.

Four months later — just 
before the hemp plants were 

ready for harvest — Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion agents arrived at White 
Plume’s home and land for a 6 
a.m. raid with guns and weed 
wackers, confi scating the crop.

When Towfi ghnia fi rst vis-
ited the family’s home in Au-
gust 2002, she was greeted 
by a perplexed White Plume, 
who told her DEA agents 
had just visited him, deliver-
ing news that civil charges 
had been fi led against him 
in federal court and that a 
restraining order had been 
placed on his crop.

The warmth of their initial 
e-mail was gone.

“‘I greet you with a warm 
handshake and a smile, and 
I welcome you to document 
our hemp harvest.’ I was like, 
‘Who is this guy? Nobody 
writes e-mails that are so 
poetic,’” Towfi ghnia said.

White Plume’s story be-
came a living focus, not some 
interesting factoid bulleted 
on a “q & a” page.

Following the family and 
case for fi ve years, Hermann 
said the fi lm has the potential 
to make its viewers ask many 
questions.

“Whenever you see a case 
where common sense is not 
winning, it actually can dis-
rupt your whole world view, 
because I think most people 
just kind of assume that in 
the end things that make 
sense will prevail. Things 
that don’t make sense will 
fail. And I think it can prob-
ably lead to a shift in one’s 
paradigm to discover that, 
in fact, that’s not the case,” 
Hermann said.

As states such as North 
Dakota reexamine their laws 
on the cultivation and har-
vesting of hemp, the White 
Plumes will continue their 
own pursuit in the name of 
tribal sovereignty.

But even as the Lakota 

tribe asserts its freedom 
outlined in treaties, the story 
of a Lakota man in South 
Dakota has resonance for 
America at large.

“I think it’s a good ques-
tion to try to address, like 
how free are we as Ameri-

cans, especially as we ap-
proach Independence Day,” 
Towfi ghnia said. “I’ll admit, 
it’s changed my whole way 
of thinking about freedom. 
I thought I was a free 
American until I went out 
to Pine Ridge and realized 

maybe ... the freedoms that 
I’m given are the ones that 
are allowed to me. In the 
end, ‘How free are we?’ I’m 
not sure.”

Karen Shade 581-8334
karen.shade@tulsaworld.com

A question of 
freedom
Documentary airing on PBS addresses 

one man’s fi ght for sovereignty

documentary
“STANDING SILENT NATION”

“Standing Silent Nation,” airs 
during the “P.O.V.” series at 10 p.m. 
Tuesday on OETA, channel 11

For more about this fi lm visit 
the “POV” Web site at www.pbs.
org/pov and at www.standingsi-
lentnation.com.

SUREE TOWFIGHNIA

Industrial hemp (shown marked for testing for their psychoactive properties) are at the 
center of a legal battle on the Oglala Sioux Pine Ridge Reservation examined in “Standing 
Silent Nation.”  

Lakota tribe 
member 
Alex White 
Plume is 
the focus of 
“Standing Si-
lent Nation,” 
a documen-
tary on tribal 
sovereignty 
and hemp 
cultivation 
airing on the 
PBS series 
“P.O.V.” 
at 10 p.m. 
Tuesday.
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Dr. William Letcher
918-743-4496

5522 South Lewis Avenue, Tulsa OK  www.LETCHERDMD.com

 If you are 
missing teeth, 
your jawbone is 
dissolving and 
your remaining 
teeth are drifting 
and twisting out 
of position. These problems are solved 
with FixtTeeth™  Combination. Your 
smile is solid, strong and beautiful. 
 FixtTeeth Combination, a 
revolutionary procedure developed by 
Dr. Letcher, is for people with 
both missing and natural teeth. 
Mini implants are placed to act 
as tooth roots where there are 

missing teeth. 
Then super-
strong resin is 
used to create 
new teeth that 
attach to the 
implants and to 

your existing teeth. This means your 
teeth don’t pinch, don’t wobble and 
won’t come out. Eat, laugh and smile 
with confidence knowing your new 
teeth are secure, beautiful and lasting.    

    Please call us for an 
appointment to learn which of 
the FixtTeeth Family of 
Solutions is best for you.

A great smile and 
self-confidence 

Receding gums and missing teeth are 
 transformed with                   Combination

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) u
11:00 11:45 12:30 2:15 3:00 3:45 
5:30 6:20 7:00 8:45 9:30 10:15

RATATOUILLE (G) u
11:15 12:10 1:00 2:05 3:15 4:00 
4:50 6:15 7:00 9:20 10:00

EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG) u
11:00 12:15 1:30 2:45 4:00
5:10 6:35 7:35 9:05 10:05

FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF 
THE SILVER SURFER (PG)
12:05 2:25 4:55 7:15 9:35

KNOCKED UP (R)
11:05 2:00 4:55 7:50 10:45

• Adult Evening $7.75 • Adult/Fri/Sat after 6pm $8.00
• Child/Senior $5.25 • Adult Matinee before 6pm $6.00

Students (at Theatre) $6.50

TIMES EFFECTIVE TODAY ONLY.

LICENSE TO WED (PG-13) u 
11:50 2:10 4:45 7:10 9:40
EVENING (PG-13) u
1:50 4:35 7:25 10:10
LIVE FREE OR
DIE HARD (PG-13) u
11:10 12:40 2:20 3:55
5:45 7:20 9:15 10:30
1408 (PG-13) u
12:00 2:35 5:05 7:45 10:15
SURF’S UP (PG) 11:40AM
OCEAN’S 13 (PG-13)
12:45 4:15 7:30 10:25
PIRATES OF THE
CARIBBEAN 3 (PG-13) 7:40

Adult Eve $4.25 • Child/Sr. $2.25 • Adult Matinee before 6pm $2.25
TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) u
12:00 3:30 7:00 10:00
RATATOUILLE (G) u
10:50 1:55 4:30 7:10 9:45
EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG) u
12:30 2:45 5:00 7:25 9:40
FANTASTIC FOUR II (PG)
11:00 1:45 4:35 7:20 10:05

LICENSE TO WED (PG-13) u 
11:15 2:15 4:50 7:20 9:50
LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD
12:15 3:45 7:05 9:55 (PG-13) u
1408 (PG-13) u
11:55 2:30 5:10 7:35 10:00
SURF’S UP (PG)
10:40 12:45 2:55  5:05 7:15 9:25

HOT FUZZ (R)
11:15 2:00 4:40 7:10 9:40
THE INVISIBLE (PG-13)
11:40 2:25 4:45 7:40 9:50
BLADES OF GLORY (PG-13)
11:25 2:40 5:05 7:45 10:05
ARE WE DONE YET? (PG)
11:35 2:20 4:20
NEXT (PG-13) 7:35 9:45

THE EX (PG-13)
12:00 2:30 5:00 7:15 9:20
DISTURBIA (PG-13)
11:20 2:10 4:35 7:05 9:35
WILD HOGS (PG-13) 11:30 2:05
4:30 7:00 7:30 9:30 10:00
BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA (PG) 
11:45 2:15 4:25

NOW HIRING! APPLY AT THEATRE
Adult Eve $4.25 • Child/Sr. $2.25 • Adult Matinee before 6pm $2.25

JOURNEY INTO
AMAZING CAVES

11:00AM  2:40PM 6:20PM
Adults $8.75/Child or Senior $6.75

SPIDERMAN 3–IMAX EXP.
(PG-13) 12:00PM 3:40PM 7:20PM 10:00PM
Adults $10.25/Child or Senior $8.25

Matinees daily
before 6pm

All Stadium Seating

u No Passes - No Supersavers

Across from Woodland • 1-800-326-3264/Code 1429

$1.00 ALL SHOWS
$1.50 After 6PM • $1.75 Fri/Sat after 6pm • 50¢ Tues

Tickets and Showtimes available online at cinemark.com

Kids under 6 are not permitted into rated “R” features after 6pm.

Visit cinemark.com and register to receive FREE weekly showtimes via email.

TRANSFORMERS (PG-13) u
1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00
RATATOUILLE (G) u
12:15 2:30 4:45 7:20 9:35
1408 (PG-13) u
12:30 3:00 5:35 8:00 10:30
NANCY DREW (PG)
12:20 2:45 5:10 7:55 10:20

LIVE FREE OR DIE HARD
12:45 4:35 7:30 10:25 (PG-13) u
EVAN ALMIGHTY (PG) u
12:00 2:25 4:50 7:45 10:15
FANTASTIC FOUR II (PG)
1:05 3:20 5:40 8:15 10:35
SURF’S UP (PG)
11:30 1:40 5:00 7:15 9:25

NOW HIRING! APPLY AT THEATRE

KID’S SHOW TODAY “ANASTASIA” (PG) 10:00AM

greatbeds.com

50th & S. Sheridan                             622-2373

Tulsa’s Finest Mattresses

Great
Prices!

Great
Service!

  Frankoma Factory Outlet Sale on Now! 
   20% - 50% Off Storewide

 Ends July 8, 2007  (Excludes Collectables)  Restocked  DAILY
Mon to Sat 9-5:00 Sun 1-5:00  

 9549 Frankoma Rd, Sapulpa   918/224-5511

ETON  SQ. CINEMA
 61ST & MEMORIAL    286-2618

"HARRY POTTER" MIDNIGHT SHOW JULY 10TH

NOW SHOWING FIRST RUN MOVIES!
$4.00 BEFORE 6 PM & ALL DAY TUESDAY

$6 GEN. ADM./$4.00 CHILD (12 & under) or SENIOR (62+)
TRANSFORMERS
(PG-13)
10:00 1:00 4:00
7:00 10:00
LIVE FREE OR
DIE HARD
11:30 2:10 4:45
7:25 10:00 (PG-13)
1408 (PG-13)
12:45 3:00 5:15
7:35 9:45

RATATOUILLE
12:15 2:30 4:40
7:05 9:10 (G)
EVAN
ALMIGHTY (PG)
11:30 1:30 3:30
5:30 7:30 9:30
FANTASTIC
FOUR (PG)
1:15 3:15 5:15
7:15 9:15

12 S. LEWIS   592-FILM

SiCKO
MICHAEL MOORE'S 

Sun.-Wed.: Noon 2:15 4:30 6:45 9:00
Thurs.: 1:00 6:00 8:30

1/2---Michael Smith, TULSA WORLD

EVAN
ALMIGHTY (PG) •
1:00-1:30-2:00-3:15
4:00-5:00-5:30-6:45
7:15-8:00-9:00
9:30-10:00

SURF’S UP (PG) 
1:00-3:00-5:00
7:15-9:15

MR. BROOKS (R)
1:30-4:15-7:00-9:30

RATATOUILLE (PG) •
12:30-1:00-1:30
2:00-3:00-3:30
4:00-4:30-5:30
6:30-7:00-7:30
8:00-9:00-9:30-10:00

NANCY DREW (PG)
1:05-3:15-5:25
7:35-9:50

KNOCKED UP (R)
1:00-2:00-3:45-5:00
7:00-8:00-9:45

ALL STADIUM SEATING - ALL DIGITAL SOUND
Why wait in line?

PRINT TICKETS AT HOME
www.gohollywood.com

SHOW TIMES LISTED ARE FOR TODAY ONLY
WE PROUDLY ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD & DISCOVER

WWW.gohollywood.com

• NO PASSES  n  NO PASSES OR SUPERSAVERS

Don’t just go to the movies, GO HOLLYWOOD

AMC
SOUTHROADS 20
4923 East 41st St.
918-622-9544

CIRCLE CINEMA
12 S. Lewis
592-FILM

NO PASSES ACCEPTED FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT

PROOFING LIST

HEADING

SIZE
TITLE
QUOTES

TAG

SPELL CHK
THEATRES

ART

TULSA
TUES 7.3 - WED 7.4 1X3

ARTWORK ©2007 THE WEINSTEIN COMPANY.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

SSIICCKKOO--TTHHEEMMOOVVIIEE..CCOOMM
GET WELL SOON.

FESTIVAL DE CANNES

THIS MIGHT HURT A LITTLE.

A FILM BY MICHAEL MOORE

THIS MIGHT HURT A LITTLE.

FFOORR GGRROOUUPP SSAALLEESS::886666--9966--SSIICCKKOO ((886666--996677--44225566))//wwwwww..ssiicckkoottiixx..ccoomm

Buy Tickets Now at
AMCTheatres.com!

See directory or call
theatre for showtimes


